xxviii              INTRODUCTION

" Present my service to Dean Swift," King writes* from
England to Bishop Stearne (who had been Swift's pre-
decessor); "pray give him all the good advice and assist-
ance you can, and put him on presenting the methods
and pattern you have set him, and assure him from
me of all my good wishes and endeavours to serve him,
and, if he go in the path that is set before him, I dare
promise him some advantage that he otherwise will never
obtain." There is a veiled threat in this last sentence,
indicating that King foresaw (with only too clear vision)
the probability of friction between him and his new Dean,
He had ventured two years before to give some advice to
Swift as to his future, and had suggested2 that he might
undertake to write a book on a theological subject. Swift's
comment on this in the " Journal to Stella "3 shows that he
resented the Archbishop's tone, " A rare spark this, with a
pox! But I shall answer him as rarely. Methinks he
should have invited rne over, and given me some hopes or
promises. But hang him 1 and so good night"

Swift's first request to the Archbishop was refused. He
asked4 for his friend Parnell the prebend of Dunlavin,
which he had to vacate on his installation as Dean, and
which was in the Archbishop's gift. But King, in a very
proper and interesting letter,5 replied that he felt bound to
offer the prebend to the curate-in-charge, as he thought
that those who served the cures should hold the canonries.
The Archbishop's reasons are unanswerable (his intimacy
with the family would naturally have predisposed him in
favour of Parnell), but Swift did not like to have his peti-
tions rejected; and it was not a good beginning for their
new relations with each other.

A letter to King,6 written on behalf of the Lord Lieu-

i 24 June, 1713.                              2 i September, 1711.

3 12 September, 1711.                     4 30 April, 1713.

5  25 May, 1713.

6  25 May, 1715. This letter has been published in King's life, "A
Great Archbishop of Dublin," pp,
